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DEP SECRETARY TOURS DEMONSTRATION FARM IN NORTHEAST PHILADELPHIA
 Local Sustainable Farm Offers Green Options for Urban Land Use

NORRISTOWN: Environmental Protection Secretary Kathleen A. McGinty today toured Somerton Tanks Farm, a joint venture of the Philadelphia Water Department and the Institute for Innovations in Local Farming, where planners in Philadelphia hope to lay the foundation for a new green industry - one that generates reliable jobs, healthy food and attractive neighborhoods.

"Somerton Tanks Farm is proving that small-scale sustainable farming can be commercially viable in the city," Secretary McGinty said. "This project offers a long-term vision of job creation and more

environmentally sound uses of land - urban green fields that can be cultivated, just as we are transforming brownfields."

Water Commissioner Bernard Brunwasser and IILF President Roxanne
Christensen welcomed Secretary McGinty to the half-acre demonstration farm at 201 Tomlinson Road, sited on water department property in the shadow of two red and white checkered storage tanks that supply water to Northeast Philadelphia.

"Establishing a farm in the middle of a residential, very urban community has been a great success for the Water Department," explained Commissioner Brunwasser. "It helps us reduce routine lawn maintenance costs. And now that the land is being tilled by the farmers, it reduces stormwater runoff."


Farmers Nicole and Steve Shelley (a husband and wife team) escorted
Secretary McGinty on a tour of the farm, now in its second year, and explained the unique farming methods they use in operating the urban farm in Northeast Philadelphia. Environmentally sound practices used at the farm include drip irrigation, low-pressure sprinklers, recycling of grey water, composting, shallow tillage, crop rotation and recycling
of containers.

Secretary McGinty sampled some of the farmers' finest fall harvest,
including heirloom and cherry tomatoes, kale, green peppers, a variety of salad greens, hot peppers, basil, cilantro, icicle radishes, eggplant, and pumpkins.


The water department is backing the microfarm because it has about 100
acres of grass lawns that it says could be transformed into farmland. Converting lawns into gardens would transform the utility's liabilities
into money-making assets, meaning less grass to mow and significantly
reducing stormwater runoff. Farms are effective in reducing flooding, maintaining a landscape that enables water to seep slowly into the land land and aquifer rather than washing away quickly and taking pollutants with it.

IILF operates the demonstration farm at Somerton Tanks and trains urban
farmers in unique, high-rotation farming. Somerton Tanks Farm is dedicated to promoting sustainable, small scale, chemical-free agriculture through farmer training and educational programs. This fall, the Philadelphia Water Department will include the farm in its educational curriculum. The institute is working with Saul
Agricultural High School to develop a program for its students.

Produce from the farm is sold to several local chefs who use the vegetables in recipes served at their upscale restaurants. The public may buy vegetables at Somerton Tanks Farm from 2:30 p.m. to 5 p.m. on
Wednesdays. They also can make purchases at the Second and South Streets Farmers Market and at the Rittenhouse Square Farmers Market.
For more information, visit DEP's Web site at www.dep.state.pa.us.
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