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Contact: Roxanne Christensen  

215-732-3048

For Immediate Release

                              New Chapter in Urban Greening Opens May 16

at

Somerton Tanks Farm

Philadelphia, April, 2003….Somerton Tanks Farm, a new urban organic vegetable farm pilot, will hold its Grand Opening Friday, May 16 at 10 a.m. at 201 Tomlinson Road in Northeast Philadelphia.  The opening will celebrate the unique partnership between the Oley Institute and the Philadelphia Water Department, and demonstrate how together they are sowing the seeds for a new agricultural industry in Philadelphia.

This small public charity and large City agency have sparked a spectacular collaboration among economic development, agricultural and food marketing  experts, community volunteers, government agencies and private interests to harness urban agriculture as a revitalizing force in Philadelphia by:

· Growing a variety of delicious crops tailored to the needs of food businesses and markets throughout the city

· Producing the first crop of urban farmers who are being prepared to begin the process of converting the City’s vacant lots and unproductive public lands into job creating, tax-paying, environmentally beneficial urban farms

· Developing an effective model for the creation of a network of inner city farms throughout Philadelphia

· Establishing the foundation for a Training Center for a new occupation for which there will always be a demand: self-sufficient small scale urban vegetable growers.       

The Oley Institute is headed by Joseph Griffin, a certified organic vegetable farmer, who created the Institute to foster employment that is conducive to community, personal independence, spirituality and respect for the Earth. The Philadelphia Water Department is seeking ways to use vacant, abandoned and unproductive land to create economic opportunity for Philadelphians while preserving green space in a cost effective, environmentally sound manner. Together they hope to encourage an extensive system of small-scale commercial vegetable farms throughout the City, and establish urban agriculture as a viable industry in Philadelphia.

Major funding and support for Somerton Tanks Farm has been received from the  Philadelphia Commerce Department, the Philadelphia Workforce Development Corporation, the US Department of Agriculture’s Natural Resources Conservation Service, the  Keystone Development Center, the Dolfinger-McMahon Foundation, and the Allen Hilles Fund.                                                              ###

Directions to Somerton Tanks Farm Pilot

From Center City Philadelphia (approximate travel time from Center City is 25-30 minutes):

Travel North on I-95 to the Academy Road Exit. Take this exit.

Continue straight on Academy Road and go across Frankford Avenue.  Keep to the right to stay on Academy as it bears right.

Travel approximately 3 traffic lights, staying toward the left side, to Grant Avenue. Grant Avenue is a major intersection with two gas stations and a car dealership on the corners. Turn left onto Grant.

Continue on Grant Avenue across Roosevelt Boulevard (Route 1) to Bustleton Avenue. Bustleton Avenue is the first major intersection after crossing Roosevelt Boulevard. Turn right onto Bustleton Avenue.

Travel to Tomlinson Road.  Red Lion Road is the major intersection before Tomlinson Road. Turn left onto Tomlinson Road.

Continue for a few blocks up Tomlinson Road. Look on your right for the red and white checkerboard tanks.  This is Somerton Tanks Farm.

From the Pennsylvania Turnpike (approximate travel time is 10 minutes):

Take the Route 1 Exit and travel south on Roosevelt Boulevard (Route 1) to Red Lion Road. 

Turn right onto Red Lion Road.  Travel to Bustleton Avenue. Bustleton Avenue is the first major intersection you will come to.  Turn right onto Bustleton Avenue.

Travel on Bustleton Avenue to the first major intersection which is Tomlinson Road. Turn left onto Tomlinson Road.

Continue for a few blocks up Tomlinson Road. Look on your right for the red and white checkerboard tanks.  This is Somerton Tanks Farm.

For more information about Somerton Tanks Farm, please contact Roxanne Christensen 

at 215-732-3048.
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