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Csfgfng ‘Takes Root

lortheast Philadelof ia
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ger ar the store has vraveled ar lease 1,500 miles from farm to

table’, buyving herbs and veggies disuibuied directly [rom a

farm in MNortheast Philadelphia sounds like a prermy sood idea.
Community-Sponsored Agriculture

On o hadi=acre plot of cy land owned by the Philadelphia

Warer Deparrment, Somerton Tanks Farm produces everything

from salad mix w clanoo, 1he T

supplics  local resranranrs,
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of a community-sponsored
agriculiure program ((C5A)
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per share per year, That amount entides members 1w gener-
ous bunches of lealy prochioce and tresh vegetables, available
every week during the growing scason ac three central pickup
points: Center Cley, ML Airy, and the farm el The food
is growan wichour pesticides, herbicides or synthetic fertilizers,
and is generally considered healthier, beter wsting, and much
friendlier wr the ecnvinmment.

According to Roxanne Christensen, Somerton Tanks'
project manager, the fann is stress-reducing and calming, "It
imposes g sense of order and has a positive emotional effect
on the community.”

Christensen envisions a nework of farms throughonr the
ciry wirth more and more people buying local produce, sup
porring the local economy, and ultimaely "re-engineering the
whale fond chain here”

Convincing Local Leaders

Cluistensen and the fann's Tounder, Joseph Grifin,
understood the benefits of urban farming and its ability o
revitalize neighborhoods and create jobs, There were muore
than 500 C5As working juse fine thronghour the connry,
mostly in non-urban areas, but the concept was a hard sell in
the city, "We were kicked out ol ollices and baghed ara lon,"
savs Chrisrensen.

The real brealchrough came when they met Nunwy
Welsstnan,  economic  development  dirceror of  rhe
Thiladelphia Warer Department, who was charged with find
ing ways to reduce the costs of muintining die Depuriment’s
aomsicderable land holdings, much of it grassy lown and expen-
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wearer trearment and saving ratepaver dollars,

The Project Takes Root

Eventually, Semerton Tanks Farm ammacred the people
now farm it: Nicole Shelly and Lori Albrighe. Shefly had
wen up her day job as un architect w ger back o the land,
; Albrighe is a former environmental programs manager of
profic Village of Ares & [umanities.  Later the
f PDeparement; the Pennsvlvania Workboree
ment Cotporation. Natural Resources Conservation
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Services (o division of USDIAY, and nomerous foundations and
organizations got involved by providing funding o support
farmer training programs, equipment purclises, and L main-
TenATICE

At the farm's grand opening in May 2003, the former
Cennrnerce Departiment Dircoton, Jim Coorano, supporred the
iden ol a diverse econamic base and acknowledged Somerton
Tanks Darm's conuibution o the commmunity. ' ypical greening
cHors are ofren costly o mainmin, bur the frm acmally pro-
duces revenue, exceeding its goal of $25.000 in its first vear, and
antivipates doubling its revenue by 2007,

Training Future Farmers

In the meantime, the farm—a central program of a newly
formad nonprofic alled  Instore for Tnnovarions in Faocal
Larming—is gearing up to take its message to the masses, Thiee
trainees are set W grduare and ready 1o be enant fairmers on now
farms by the end of 2004, by which time the institute hopes o
liave agreements in place with additional city communities eager
tor ser up other farms, whose stare-up coss range from 512,000
te $25.000.

By the end of this year, Somerton lanks Farm plans o have
csmablished formal internships with studenrs from WE. Saul
IHigh School of Agricultural Sciences in Roxborough, one of the
oldest aned larpest apriculioml schools in the counery, These cine
students—and futare fatmers—bring specialized craining and
experience o Somerton Lanks, which in wuen provides them with
a way o pracrice farming in rhe cirv
‘A Tipping Point™

While remaining realistic abour the cconomic developmenr
benetits o a cammunity (an individual farm may need only a
few employees at most), Christensen {irmly believes i uthan
farms "can prowdde aoreal rpping poinn” acring as caralyss w
additional invesement and positive cansformartion of economi
cally depressed arcas, More important, farms can deliver all the
benefivs ot rradicional “greening” initatives, but are self-suseain-
g and can even be a revenue peneraton for the community, *
Resources
Somerton Tanks Farm
201 lomlinson Read
Philadelphia, PA 191146
wwwsomertontanksfarm.org
(215) 732-3048
rchristensen@infocommercegroup.com

* Semree: Howe e The Cvie Far Dacad Fond Ta A Slaliad Marker a

2002 souady by e Waaldwaanch Tistivoee, aosmvironnencal sl secial

policy research crganization based in Washinpgron, PO

T T S Feop i




